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1. Name

historic______ Washington Avenue Historic District 

and or common

2. Location

street & number not for publication

city, town t. Jjouis _ vicinity of

Missouri code 029 county [St. Louis City) 510

3. Classification

Category Ownership

_X_ district __ public 

__ building(s) x private 

__ structure __ both 

__ site Public Acquisition 

__ object __ in process 

__ being considered 

x N/A

Status

X _ occupied 

^ _ unoccupied 

2? _ work in progress 

Accessible 

x _ yes: restricted 

_ . yes: unrestricted 

__ 'no .

Present Use

__ agriculture 

^ commercial 

__ educational 

__ entertainment 

__ government 

__ industrial 

__ military

__ museum 

__ park 

__ private residence 

   religious 

__ scientific 

__ transportation 
x other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

See continuation sheets

street & number

city, town _ vicinity of

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. St. Louis City Hall

street & number 1200 Market Street

city, town St. Louis slate Missouri

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

*HI* Missouri State Historic Survey 

date July, 1986

has this property been determined eligible? __ yes * no

_ county

depository for survey records

Department of Natural Resources 

Historic Preservation Program

city, town

P. O. Box 176 

Jefferson City, state Missouri 65102
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City Block 509

1. 1700-06 Olive

Jerome & Susan Sohlichter 

#32 Portland Place 

St. Louis, Mo. 631C8

2. 1703 Olive

John R. Palmer

1708 Olive

St. Louis, MO. 63103

3. 1710-1^ Olive

Donald 4 Harold Coleman

2623 Olive St.

St. Louis, KO 63103

4. 1?18 Olive

Round Town Inc.

1718 Olive

St. Louis, MO 63103

5. 1720-23 Olive

Phillio K. Barren, Trustee

P. C. Box 7275

St. Louis, KO. 63177

CITY BLOCK 610

St. KO 6312^

CITY BLOCK 511 , cont

3. 1628 Locust

Board of Directors of the Public

Library

c/o 1200 Market Street 

Room 210 

St. Louis, MO 63103

CITY BLOCK 519

1. 1201 Washington

Charles H. Peck Estate, Tr's; 

Lesser Goldman Co. Cessee 

c/o V/eiss & Neuman Shoe Co. 

1209 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63103

2. 1203-15 Washington

Twelve-0-Nine Washington Corp.
1209 Washington

St. Louis, MO 63103

3. 1219-21 Washington

Twelve Twenty-One Corp. 

1221 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63103

'!-. 1223-36 Washington

One Two T-h-ree Five Corp.

1235 Washington

St. Louis, KO 63103

CITY BLOCK 520

1. 1301-13 Washington

Chuck & Doug Partnership 
#32 Portland Place 
St. Louis, KO 63108

2. 1315-17 Washington

Hartley & Valerie Goodman 

HIM Queensway Drive 

St. Louis, MO 631141

3. 1319 Washington AveA 

Gloria Lee Realty Co. 

8722 Delraar Ave.
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CITY BLOCK 520, cont.

**  1321-25 Washington 

Alfred Mankofsky 

1325 Washington 

St. Louis, MO 63103

5. 14-01-03 Washington

Washington Building, Inc.

1^01 Washington

St. Louis, MO 63103

6. lit-05 Washington

Pearl L. & Jack Randall

916 Olive
if-th Floor

St. Louis, MO 63101

7. l^j-09 Washington 

Stephen Orthwein 

1806 So. Hanley 

St. Louis, KO

3. 1^13-15 Washington 

Stephen Orthwein 

1806 So. Hanley 

St. Louis, KO 631*14

CITY BLOCK 521

1. 1501-09 Washington

Washington University Corp. 

Washington University 

Lindell & Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis, MO 63130

2. 1511-15 Washington 

Washington University 
Lindell & Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis, KO 63130

3. 1511-15 Washington

International Shoe Co. , Lessee 

1511-15 Washington 

St. Louis, KO 63103

CITY BLOCK 521, cont.

it. 1517-19 Washington

Aljer Properties Partnership

1325 Washington

St. Louis, MO 63103

5. 1521 Washington

Century Trading Corporation 

10W1 Clayton Road; Suite 301 

St. Louis, MO 63131

6. 1523-25 Washington 

Jerome B. Osherow & 

Aaron I, Osherow 

1533 Washington 

St. Louis, MO 631C3

alsos

Jerome B. Osherow;

Aaron I. Osherow

10^63 Briarbend, Apt. 2
St. Louis, MO 631^6

7. 1527-35 Washington 

Jerorae B. Osherow; 

Aaron I. Osherow 

1533 Washington 

St. Louis, KO 63103

CITY BLOCK 522-E

1. 1601-09 Washington 

B. t.. F. Realty Co. 
1601 Washington 

St. Louis, MO 63103

2. loll Washington

Washington University 

SkinKer & Lindell Blvds. 

St. Louis, MO 63130

3. 1615 Washington

Washington University 

Lindell & Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis, MO 63130
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CITY BLOCK 522-E, cont.

4. 1617 Washington

Washington University 

Lindell § Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis 

Missouri 63130

5. 1621-23 Washington 

Washington University 

Lindell § Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis 

Missouri 63130

CITY BLOCK 522-W

City Block 522-W 

Washington University 

Lindell § Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis 

Missouri 63130

CITY BLOCK 526

1. City Block 526

Washington University 

Lindell £ Skinker Blvds. 

St. Louis 

Missouri 63130

CITY BLOCK 527

1. 1427 Lucas

Debra § Jason Voss 

214 Lake Tahoe 

Slidell 

Louisiana 70458

2. 1431-33 Lucas;

700-06 North 15th Street 

Stephen Orthwein 

1806 S. Hanley 

St. Louis 

Missouri 63144

CITY BLOCK 523

1. 1701-09 Washington 

Seventeen Hundred §

Nine Associates Co. 

10920 Schuetz Rd. 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63146

3. 710 North 15th St. 

Jack f, Pearl Randall 

916 Olive; 4th Floor 

St. Louis 

Missouri 63101

CITY BLOCK 827

1. 1501-09 Locust 

Karl V. Willig 

3757 State Street #306 

Santa Barbara 

California 93105
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CITY BLOCK 827. cont.

2. 1510-18 St. Charles; 1519 Locust 

Karl V. Willig 

375? State St. ; #306 

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

3. 1520 St. Charles; 1535 Locust 

Karl V. Willig 

3757 State St. ; #306 

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

CITY BLOCK 828

1. 1605 Locust

Mississippi Lofts, Inc.

Route #1

Bernie, MO 63822

2. 1611 Locust

Blackwell Printing Co.

1611 Locust

St. Louis, KO 63103

3. 1623 Locust

Alien Ho Cutler 

4351 New Falls Rd. 

Levittown, PA 19056

/I. 1627-29 Locust 

Alien H. Cutler 

^351 New Falls Road 

Levittown, PA 19056

CITY BLOC

1. 1701-09 Locust 

Don S. & Ann Ko 

1700-09 St. Charles 

St. Louis, KC 63103

2   1711-1 5 Locust

Ben 4 Carolyn C. Glassman

1815 Locust

St. Louis, MO 63103

CITY BLOCK 829. cont.

3. 1719-27 Locust

Jewish Employment and Vocational

Services 

1727 Locust 

St. Louis, MC 63103

^. 1729-33 Locust

Jewish Employment & Vocational

Services 

1727 Locust 

St. Louis, MO 63103

CITY BLOCK 830

1. Washington

Fact Professional Photo Finishers,

Inc.
1706 Washington 

St. Louis, KO 63103

2. 1726-^2 Washington

Consumer Programs, Inc.

1726 Washington

St. Louis, MO 63103

also:

Consumer Programs, Inc.

1706 Washington

St. Louis, MO 63103

CITY BLOCK 331

1. 1610 Washington

Jerome & Susan Schlichter 

32 Portland Place 

St. Louis, MO 63103

CITY BLOCK 332

1. 1500 Washington

Sam Fitter, Trustee
8728 Delmar

St. Louis, KO 6312^
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CITY BLOCK 832

2. 1502-12 Washington 

Karl V. Willig 

3757 State St. ; #306 

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

3. 1520 Washington

Dolores Marjorie Moss 

11 Oakleigh Lane 

St. Louis, HO 6312^

CITY BLOCK 833

1. 1400-06 Washington

Erlich's Northwest, Inc. 

8351 Olive St. Road 

St. Louis, MO 63132

2. Washington

Direct Mail Corporation

of America 

1533 Washington 

St. Louis, KG 63103

5>

Edward Levinej 

Evelyn Levine 

1112 Washington 

St. Louis, KO 63101

1422 Washington 

Jerome J. Sc'nlichter

#32 Portland Place 

St. Louis, KO 63108

^ Washington 

Jerome J. Schlichter
#32 Portland Place 

St. Louis, MO 63108

1U26-32 Washington 

Jerome J. Schlichter

#32 Portland Place 

St. Louis, KO 63108

CITY BLOCK 83^

1. 1300-06 Washington

Lucas Park Ltd. Partnership
22 No. Euclid

St. Louis, MO 63108

2. 1303-10 Washington

Conely Real Estate Co. 

c/o 1308-10 Washington 

St. Louis, MO 63103

3. 1312 Washington

Aljer Properties Partnership 

1325 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63103

^. 131^-16 Washington

Goodman Mercantile Co.

131^ Washington

St. Louis, KO 63103

5- 1320-2*1 Washington

Aljer Properties Partnership 
1320-2^ Washington 

St. Louis, KO 63103

6. 1326-30 'Washington 

David & Shirly Alper 

126 La Sorce 

St. Louis, MO 63017

1. 1200-02 Washington 

Alien H. Cutler 

^ 351 New Falls Road 
Levittown, PA 19056

2. 1204-06 Washington

Urban Behavioral Research

Associates, Inc. 
120if Washington 

St. Louis, HO 63103
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CITY BLOCK 335. cent.

3. 1208-10 Washington

Arthur G. & Paula M. Littleton

5577 Lindell

St. Louis, MO 63112

4. 1214 Washington 

Dwight Reum 

1214 Washington 

St. Louis, MO 63103

5. 1216 Washington

Edward & Maria Cohenj 

Sanford & Jo Linda Cohen 

14453 Gorallen Dr. 

Chesterfield, RO 6301?

6. 1224-26 Washington 

Richard Sohneider 

1224 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, HO 63103

7- 1228-36 Washington 

Jerome J. Schlichter 

#32 Portland Place 

St. Louis, MO 63103

CITY BLOCK 2001

1. 1300-03 Washington

Iiighteen-0-Eight Washington

Ave. Bldg. Corp. 
1303 Washington 

St. Louis, MO 63103



7. Description

Condition

__ excellent 

x good

__ fair

Check one

__ deteriorated __ unaltered 

ruins x altered

__ unex posed

Check one

-JC_ original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located just west and north of St. Louis' central business district, the 

ii'ashington Avenue Historic District comprises 55 contributing commercial 

buildings constructed between 1899 and 1931. Approximately 75% of the 

buildings were designed by locally prominent architects and are "showcase 

buildings" that at one time or another were associated with St. Louis' shoe, 

dry goods, and related industries. The district is bounded on the east by 

Tucker Boulevard,a multi-lane thoroughfare which marks the western limits of 

the central business district. The northern boundary runs primarily along 

Lucas reflecting a dramatic drop in density north of that street; at 13th and 

15th Streets the boundaries extend north of Lucas to include isolated 

properties historically associated with the district. West of 18th Street 

extensive demolition has occurred causing a marked decrease in density. The 

western boundary runs along 18th Street and picks up a single contributing 

building on the southwest corner of 18th and Washington. The southern 

boundary was drawn to include the only remaining contributing buildings on 

Locust and Olive Streets. The excluded areas south of St. Charles and east 

of 15th St. contain new construction and/or noncontributing buildings. The 

earliest buildings in the district are heavy masonry, mill construction 

revival style buildings executed in traditional St. Louis materials of brick, 

stone and terra cotta. The bulk of the district's buildings are large 

commercial warehouses designed in keeping with Chicago school functionalist 

principles with steel and/or concrete structural frames. There are also 

smaller commercial structures and office buildings of varying size. The ten 

noncontributing buildings include those lass than fifty years old (e.g., photo 

#22 at right) or those that have been altered to such an extent that they 

have lost their integrity (photo #12 at left). Although there has been some 

demolition enough overall density remains to convey a good sense of the 

historic appearance of the district and to maintain the integrity of the 

streetscapss. With few exceptions, the buildings are all in good condition. 

A notable exception is the Blackwell-K'ielandy Building recently damaged by 

fire (photo ? 21). Alterations have generally been confined to interiors and 

to first floor storefronts (e.g., photos #;? 1 & 12, 2nd from left) and to 

removing or covering damaged cornices (photo # 13 at left). A brief 

description of every building follows.

CITY BLOCK 519

1201-19 Washington: 1902. Eames & Young; Will Levy

Photo # ]_ at right

Executed in traditional St. Louis materials of brick and terra cotta, 
and embellished with classical ornament, this eight-story building anchors 

the east end of the district fronting on both Washington Avenue and Tucker 

Boulevard. Piers define thirteen bays on the Washington Avenue facade and 

nine bays facing Tucker Boulevard. The tall two-story base has been
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partially altered by covering portions with vitrolite, but 

overall the building retains its architectural integrity. 

Large, round-arched openings with voussoirs and quoins at 

the ends of the facades and in the center of the Washington 

Ave. facade are set with large scrolled keystones. Windows 

are grouped in two's and three's and framed by brick mull ions 

or, on some floors, pilaster 1 ike piers. At the seventh 

story, the piers curve to form round arches with keystones. 

Spandrels between the stories are ornamented with scrolled 

corbels. The building is commonly known as the Lesser  

Goldman and the Ferguson McK'inney Building.

1.22J.-35. y_M3J?JjlSjLQnjL JJ399j_ Shgj3_l_Y_i.. RutarLj, Ge<2l_Ld_SLgj.. li Mauran. 

p£ot.a"lti at~" 1Wt

Located at. the northeast corner of the intersection of 

Washington and 13th Street, this seven-story building, known 

as the Lindel1 Real Estate Company Building, extends a full 

half block along Washington. A tall, two-story base, faced 

with rough textured pink granite is set off from the upper 

stories. Pilasters at the base correspond to piers at the

upper stories. Spandrels are slightly recessed. The 

Washington Avenue facade is divided into three main sections, 

the center section projecting siightly, of three; bays each 

for a total of nine bays. Dark brown gray brick faces the

upper stories. Terra cotta in a leaf pattern surrounds the 

triple windows at the third through sixth floors. Massive 

terra cotta insets with foliation, garlands, and strands of 

1i1ies embel1ish the piers at the seventh story. There is a 

terra cotta cornice.

2'.fil::..1.3 Northl .1.3th St..._;.. 13Q1-..13 Lucas: 19.08, Will. Levy 

Etl9.t.o~#2 ~ """" '

.Rising five stories, this mil 1 construction, masonry 

bearing wall warehouse and factory building fronts nine bays 

on 13th St. -and 8 bays on Lucas. Sheathed with red brick, 

the piers and recessed spandrels form a grid into which are 

set. two single windows per bay_,per story. Restrained 

ornamentation includes a terra cotta water table above the 

first story and stylised, abstract capitals at the tops of 

the oiers at the fifth story. Above the 5th story, the 

parapet is corbeled out from the wall and coped with terra 

cotta . EO ind , narrow crenels are set into the parapet   At 

the corner of Lucas and 13th St., a roof-top tower with
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arched windows imparts a Spanish or Mission Revival -feel to 

the building. A bridge links this building to 12O1 19 

Washington at the 5th story.

G1.D1 1LQEK i.35

i2OO"22. y.§_fJ3jLO_9,£S£U.. 19Q1 , .Isaac. §_... Tayl or

E-JlQjLS S3- Si L@i..t_5.. listed. _i_n thje Natj.o_n.al_ Register;

Known as the Silk Exchange, this eight-story building is 

of mill construction with masonry bearing walls and is 

sheathed in buff brick, F'iers estatal ish nine bays on the 

east elevation (-facing Tucker Blvd.) and -five bays on the 

north elevation (-facing Washington Ave.) The two story base, 

partially covered with new siding material , -features two- 

story pilasters, some with quoining. The base is crowned by 

a band o-f fol iated rosettes. 'The upper stories are 

articulated by piers and spandrels. E*rick dentils 

distinguish the cornice; the parapet wall is crowned with 

ante-f ixes .

1 190

(not. pictured)

Rising seven storie 

building is sheathed in 

story base is set off by 

Bu p P o r t e d b y a brie k c o r

first story, has been cov 

cont i nu.ous band of windo 

upper stories are divide 

window bay flanked by do 

with the piers, separate 

a band of dentils and a 

the shaft, of the facade-?, 

brackets, doubled at the 

p r a J e c 1.x g c a r n i c e . T h e 

plane of the side wal1

.% Garden

th i s thre 

brick of a s

a band of t 

bel tab'i e . 

ered with bl

s runs aero 

d by p i ers 

Lib 1 e w i ndow

the stories 

terra cotta 

At the sev

ends of the 

entire f a c a d 

n d s .

e bay, mill construction

oft rose col or. The two 

erra cott^t moldinc'

Part of the base, at the

ack vitrolits. A

ss the second story.. The

n t o a c e n t e r ., t h r e e  

bays. Spandrels, flush

Above the sixth story, 

course mark the end of 

enth story, large 

facade, carry the 

is stepped out from the

1.2.0B:-;l2 Was.h..i.rigto.n.; 19.2.5,. 3. T. Craven E.njai.ne.er.i.n.S. Co_._ 

Phptq §4 at. left

Tnis two-story concrete frame store and office building 

is sheathed In red brick . The -first floor storefronts have 

been altered by covering them partially with black vitrolite. 

At the second story, piers trimmed with white terra cotta 

define three bays which are filled with bands of windows 

grouped in threes. Terra cotta molding forms the cornice and
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copes the parapet .

JLZIS. Wa.sh.LQ.3 ve.D...-. .L?l.i_.,. Thomas P_.. Barnett & Co, 

£b.Q.t_S #4. 2nd

'Virtually unaltered in appearance, this delicate, gothic 

building is tour stories tal 1 and sheathed with ivory colored 

terra cotta. The -first -floor store-front is surmounted by a 

band of tudoi   arched windows with leaded glass lights and 

shields. A row o-f boss-1 ike fol iated ornament -finishes the 

first story* At the upper stories, narrow piers o-f molded 

t£?rra cotta express the underlying concrete -frame and impart 

a definitive vertical ity to the 5  bay facade. Between the 

stories, Danel ed terra cotta spandrels are set with triple 

shields. Windows are single, double-hung with transom 

lights. The parapet, crenelated with tracery, is embellished 

w i t h s D i r e '! e t s  

i.2.25.j.. L19.S.S. ii Reedj. coji_tr..ac.tors..1 JLst_ .stj2_C...Y_ 

.L5LLcLi.. S?.9_-. RajTcLj. £SrLt.r_.£i?.i.9.C_j. iiB.0.er stjarjies 

EllQto. ft4.. 3rd. from. Left.

Constructed in 1905 as a one-story building, additional 

stories were completed in 1919 giving the building its 

present appearance. Red brick -faces the building. The? first 

-floor storefront has been altered by partially cover-ing. At 

the -first story, the end piers are faced with stones. Above 

the first story, and between the second and third stories, 

the spandrels are faced with brick laic! in header courses. 

White terra cotta forms the bases and capitals o-f the upper 

story pilasters and the dentils and mod i 1 lions o-f the; 

cornice, The parapet, coped with white terra cotta, is 

interrupted by short posts that maintain the rhythm o-f the 

piers and spandrels..

12.24r.26 JiashiDSjjcDnj 1.90JL,.. J_._ L..... Wees 

E'iioto fi.4 4t.h from left "

This eight   story building -features a 3  bay facade 

sheathed with bu-f-f  colored glazed brick at the upper stories 

and 1 imestone  col orecl terra cotta at. the two-story base. The 

piers of the base are fashioned into quoins. At the second 

story, engaged columns act as mull ions subdividing the? bays. 

A large keystone is centered above the entrance. At the 

upper stories, the center bay is narrow and contains casement 

windows with transom lights while the flanking "bays contain 

double-hung windows grouped in three's. At the eighth story,
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a row of ten single, double-hung windows are separated by 

short piers of glazed brick. There is a projecting cornic 

with large modi! 1 ions.

1J23.2 . 36. Washington ; Isaac, £>_._ Ta .vl_or_ 

GfafiiS. fi.i 5tJl fjT.S.21 1-gi.ti l...L§.t@d.. iD_ tbJ?.. 
Known as the Peters Shoe Company 

13th St. Real ty Co. Building, this ei 

building is located at the southeast c 

Wahington Ave. Piers, sheathed in dar 

2-story, terra cotta clad, quoined bas 

the Washington Ave. facade and 9 bays 

facing 13th St. Medal 1 ions with a sun 

into the tops of the piers above the s 

with corinthian capitals support the 

storv. Between the pilasters, triple 

fill each bay. Recessed spandrels di 

the Sth story, single windows are divi 

while maintaining the rhythm of the lo 

cornice exhibits scrolled corbels and 

dentils and is surmounted by cresting.

Mat iorial Rg.ai.Si.er. 

Building and as the 

ght-story brick 

orner of 13th St. and 

k buff brick above the

define 5 bays along 

on the west elevation 

burst pattern are set 

econd story. Pilasters 

1 intel above the 7th 

windows, double hung, 

vide the stories. At 

ded by brick piers 

wer- stories. The 

block modi 11 ions with

CITY BLOCK

.1-B.2.Z
E.tl.Q±.<3. #5 .iUitr..erne cisJli-i .Ll.si.ed. _in_ tjT.e N.at.i_g_n_aJ __

Known as the Fashion Square Building, this 11 story- 

commercial warehouse building is located at the northwest 

corner of Washington and 13th St. and -features a steel frame 

and reinforced concrete floors. The? building extends seven 

bays along Washington Ave. and six bays along 13th St. ; the 

elevations are similar. Light gray terra cotta piers with 

granite bases establ ish the bays and form basket arches at 

the top of the 3-story base. Cartouches embellish the 

spandrels between the arches while ornamental steel 

spandrels, cast with shields and tracery and oxidized to a 

soft, rose   brown divide the base? stories. Narrow, buff- 

col ored brick piers at the upper stories are embel 1 ished with 

cartouches at their tcDps . Brick spandrel s with ornamental 

terra cotta panels separate the upper stories. The 

building is crowned with an arcaded parapet. Minor 

al terations incl ude? f i 1 1 ing of some of the first f 1 oor 

storefronts .

Wi_M_
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#6 at right.

Two bays wide, this one-story store-front building 

retains much of its original appearance. Large glass 

storefronts with transom 1 ights are sheltered by a visor roof 

with exposed "structural " members on the underside. A shaped 

parapet, finished with stucco adds a Mission Revival feel to 

t h e h u i 1 d i n g .

1.312. Washj..n.g_t.o.n,:_ * 

Etiet-.o #6 .2nd. from right.

Alterations to the exterior of this 2  story building 

have rendered it noncontr ibut ing .

!..3.2.L::J2_5 .y.sL§il
ED-9t..5 #6 3rd fr.gm right

Although the first, floor storefronts of this 2-story 

store and office building have been al tered , the building 

retains enough of its architectural integrity to be considered 

contributing. At the second story,, a broad pier., clad in 

gold brick and trimmed with white terra cotta, establishes 

two bays which contain four single windows each. White terra 

cotta diamond shaped insets add interest. White terra 

cotta. is emploved for the 1 intel course and cornice where it 

is featured in abstract designs.

1327 Was h_ in. at. g,n j. * 

F !_Qto. ~fi6~~at. l.e£ .£

Alterations to the exterior of this two  story building 

have rendered it non  contributing.

£1.11. SL.S.CK 834

1.3.;ii:2;ii.fi WastliliaiSD-i. i@2.5Lj_ Ea.m.e_s il 1.9iiQJ3.
£h..o.t_.o fi;.4..,. .6t,.h f..rom l.ef t_j. l_i.st.e.d in t_h.e Nat.i^)n.a.l_ Ei:.§lS.!.JLt_ejr

Faced with granite-gray brick, 13OO--1O Washington 

extends £j bays along 13th St. and 5 bays, along Washington. 

Broad, quoined piers divide the Washington Ave . bays into 

groups of three and two. On both elevations, the windows are 

triple and, at. the sixth story, are grouped beneath round 

arches with scrolled keystones. The truncated seventh story 

exhibits single windows. Rich terra cotta cartouches 

apnear at this level on the three quoined piers. There is a 

copper cornice. Spandrels separating the stories are 

si iqhtlv recessed. At the first story, the piers are faced 

w i t. h p i n k g r an i't e? ,
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L3..LS. ysjsJTinstojlJL l._2i-lZj.. Charl es H... Dieter ing

PJiqt.P #4...... 6th. from. l.ef..tj.. PJig_to #7_, B.a.rt.l..y.. visible, at 1 efjt

One bay wide and of mill construction, 1312 Washington 

rises seven stories. Simply executed in buff brick And 

terra cotta, paneled and molded spandrels divide the stories. 

A surround fashioned of terra cotta in a fol iated pattern 

outlines the single bay. Four double hung windows fill each 

floor between the spandrels. There is a bracketed, 

si ightly projecting cornice. The first floor storefront h^.s 

been altered.

.i.31i:r.l.8 Washington^. .L?_L3_j. Charles H..._ Dieter ing 

h'.hpto #: 7j center

Terra cotta, used for accent at the capitals of the 

pilaster 1 ike brick piers and at the cornice highl ights this 

two-story, red brick building. Fronting three bays on 

Washington, the building is sparsely ornamented. Similar to 

others in the District, the facade is articulated with piers 

and spandrels that form a grid on the facade.

.1.32.O  24 W.a.s.hjjxg.jj3j-,._.^ 19Q7, Ma.ur.a.0_5. 5Lyj?J?J=LLL & Gardjjn

Ehjotjo #7_s. 2nd. f r.om Cisixti n_om_in.at.ed t.g ths_ Nat.i_qn.a 1 Rej i ster

Boldly executed in concrete with glazed brick accents of 

blue and green at the spandrels, the Lesan-Sould building 

rises 8 stories. Bands of windows at each floor fill the 

grid--! ike areas formed by the intersection of piers and 

spandrels. Identical -facades, 2 bays wide, front on 

Washington and St. Charles Avenues. Obelisks, fashioned from 

the concrete, above the first floor storefronts and above the 

paraoet at the ends of the piers, add an unusual touch.

.!.CS2.6^;;;J2J3 Wa.s.h i..n.g.ton : *  

Ph.gtp #7 eiitreme right

This one story building is considered non-contributing 

because a new facade completely covers the Washington Ave . 

and 14th St. elevations.

QUO-. BLOCK: 52Q

Aj~c.hit.ect. S< con.t.r.acj:or un.k..no.wn.......__

E!j.9i £5 fi.£i_.i 2nd 8< ;ird. from left

Virtually identical , these two, three-story brick, 

masonry bearing wall buildings are each three bays wide. In 

both buildings, the first floor storefronts have been altered 

by the addition of new siding. Fenestration estab! ishes
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 s establ ish three bays on this five story, concrete 

1 cling. The one-story base is -faced with stone with 
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i.42.L:;25 Uyq ?==.. V~lP?, J.. L. Wee=
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710 North, .1.5th Street.: .153.fi.j.. t;.LiE.S.tei.n. & Bat.hm.ann
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Photo. f-9

Constructed by the Union Electric Company in 1930, the 

15th St. power sub station is & one-story, ftrt Deco style 

building. F'iers, clad in buf f   col ored terra cotta establish 

 five bays. Metal grillwork in an abstract chevron-like 

pattern -Fills the rectangular openings between the piers. 

Above the openings on the spandrels, between the piers, large 

styl ized ornament, 1inear, with hard edges embel1ishes the 

parapet. The base of the building is trimmed in black 

marble aggregate. The sides of the building are -faced with 

buff brick.

GUI! BLOCK 833

JL3.2.S. Wa_sji irigto.n._:, * 

QSi. Eifi-tj-ired

Alterations to the -Facade of this two  story, two-bay 

building have rendered it non  contr ibut ing .

.l_f3:.Q.2.:.::.O.i>. W..a.sjila9 .e.n...... .L?l 5_,_ F... M_... Levy

nst ai.£iMTJS£l
Al though the parapet o-f this two-bay, one-story building 

has been lowered, enough o-f the original building remains 

that it. retains its historic integrity. F'iers divide the 

-facade and frame the store-fronts. Long metal lintels run 

across the tops o-f each store-front. There is a simple 

brickwork cornice which may have been slightly more ornate 

or i g i nal 1 y .

....l3- 8 

E !..Q..t.Q ttl. 
Rou

o-f this 

windows, 

are fram 

1 Intel s. 

the par 

floor re 

with an 

retains 

c o n t r i b u

Wash i ,.n_g ton...... 1..9O2 ..,. Arch..i_t_ec t. ujnk..n_g_wn_

.fi g.£. eK_t_reme Lef t._

gh textured red brick sheaths the up pier two stories

two-bay, three-story building. Elands o-f double hung

grouped in -fours with transom lights, 

ed by the brick piers. There are soldier course

Ijiarnond shaped brick pattern work projects above- 

pet and stone insets beneath the windows at the third 

semble corbels. The first, floor- has been covered 

aggregate siding. However, overal 1 , the building 

enough of its original features to be considered 
t in g .

i.52.£: Wa.§ h i n.gion_: igJJLj. ft! bert &_._ Br_ovejs 

f.l'h-.QJLQ M-.lp a Q.e.r.Lter.

Ivory colored brick complemented by similarly colored
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terra cotta faces the piers and spandrels of this three-story 

building. At the second and third -floors, bands of -five, 

double-hung wood sash windows extend across the single bay 

facade. Recessed panels in the spandrels and terra cotta 

sills provide subtle, restrained ornament.

!.3ie~3O. W. .Sihi.nat_onj_ .1.91.6 , Sol Abrahams & Son, contractors 

EtLQto.. JilOj. at eight. " ~"~ "

Extending seven bays along the north -facade fronting on 

Washington, this building rises three stories. Windows, 

divided by pilaster-1ike piers into groupings of threes and 

fours, are casement bype with transoms. The spandrels, 

painted, are concrete with brick trim around the perimeters. 

The first floor storefronts have been partially covered with 

corrugated aluminum siding.

CI.I.I. BLOCK 52.1

.15flLr£2 w._%?5..tLLas_t.Q.Q,-.. .L?.Q.2.~I.Q.j_ IJlg.2dQC_g Q. Link 
Phots S..L1. at. lef_tj. Phots iii. "si" £IsEF

Rising ten stories, the International Shoe Company 

Building, originally known as the Roberts, Johnson & Rand 

Shoe Co. Building, illustrates the work of architect. 

Thaedore C. Link some 15 years after his landmark Union 

Station. Stone piers, in the form of engaged columns, de-fine 

1U bavs on the south facade (facing Washington) and 16 bays 

on the east, facade (facing 15th St.) Narrow spandrels 

separate the stories. Both spandrels and piers are stone- 

clad and express the steel frame. The two story
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base, composed o-f hal f as many "double" bays as the upper 

stories, is set o-f-f by a band o-f fretwork . Bet upon 

pedestals, the columns rise -from chamfered bases as polygonal 

shafts ; above the two  story base, the angles so-ften and by 

the 10th storv, the columns are rounded. Both elevations 

terminate in & projecting cornice with block modil 1 ions.

JJLLLrI.5 w.-a.fih.i.Q.S .S.D. J. .L2.Q.2.J. Albert iBj. groves'"" " "

The two  story base of this seven-story building is 

surmounted by a broad segmental arch that spans the width of 

the entire building. The base is faced with buff-colored 

terra cotta fashioned into voussoirs and quoins. A keystone, 

embel 1 ished with a human face, is centered in the arch. Above 

the base, pilaster  1 ike piers define three bays and are 

intersected by recessed spandrels, forming a grid. Windows 

are triple and double  hung. Spandrel treatment at the 3rd, 

4th, and 5th stories features brick and stone work while at 

the 6th story, the spandrels are shaped to form segmental 

arches and are set with styl ized terra cotta keystones. The 

parapet is trimmed with white glazed terra cotta fashioned 

into balustrades and posts. The entrance to the building is 

surmounted by a large cartouche centered over the storefront.

.1JEI.Z::::.1.2 WSS.h_i.D.3i.9.DJ.. i.2.i.S...i.. H.3.C.C.Y. F_.. Roach 
Eh.otg B..1.2..1 3rd. from. l_eHFjt

This two  bay building rises eight stories above

Washington Ave . Ivory-colored terra cotta out! ines the bays, 

windows, spandrels and forms panel ing at each spandrel . 

Above the first story, the bays are f il led with bands of 

do Lib ": e-hunq windows grouped in fours. Half-round columns of 

terra cotta with capitals of an abstract design support a 

broad over-hanging cornice. The parapet is coped with glazed 

terra cotta. The -first floor storefront has been altered.

.1S2.1. Waj5hjjna.tg.nj .1 9 1. 7...1. filbert. B._ Groves 

Eb.9 .o #12,.i 2nd from l ip e£_t

Clad in red brick , this concrete frame building rises 

four stories. Double pilasters establ ish two bays and 

triple, double  hung windows f il 1 each bay. Spandrel s with 

brickwork patterns separate the stories. The end piers are 

ornament ed with terra cotta "ribbing" that rises above the 

corniue and terminates in a conical cap. The cornice is
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-fashioned of white glased terra cotta molding and mod i 1 lions. 

There is a pseudo  h ipped roof covered with clay tile. The 

first story has been covered with ceramic tile.

.... _ ___ 
E±LQi.Q. fil.2 at. .L§±t..,

This one-story building has been recently covered with 

stucco and is therefore considered non  contr i but ing .

E LQ ..Q ilLS...,. at r,i .ght

Fifteen twenty-seven to thirty five Washington is a nine 

story building. Sheathed in red brick with restrained terra 

cotta ornament, the building extends five bays on Washington 

Ave. and six bays on 16th St. The two-story base is set off 

bv a continuous spandrel trimmed with terra cotta molding. 

Disks with sunbursts are centered over each pier. At each 

end of the facade, the end bays are framed by slightly 

projecting piers that form round arches at the eighth story. 

Medal 1 ions with bas rel ief ornament highl ight the spandrel 

area adjacent the arches. There is a terra cotta cornice. 

The first floor storefronts have been somewhat altered by 

covering them with a stucco 1 ike material . The second floor 

windows are triple, double hung wood sash while the upper 

f 1 oars have multi   1 ight,, metal , industrial windows.
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 facade. The annex appears virtual ly unaltered -from its 

193O's appearance. It is joined to the earlier building on 

Washington by an enclosed concrete lO-stary bridge.

Q.LI.I. ILfiGli §32

i5Q.Q. wa§.bJ..aa.t.BD_?. .L?2.2...i.. Q..:. fcU. b.§.agj,e.r Eiy..LL?ii_D.a £e_:. 
E:h.9 a "iii

Located at the southwest corner o-f Washington Ave. and 

15th St., this 2 story building presents a diminutive, one- 

bay -front on Washington but extends 13 bays along 15th St. A 

stucco-finished concrete spandrel divides the stories. At 

the second floor, a band of five casement windows with 

transom 1 ights fills the bay. The entrance is recessed 

between the storefront, showcase windows. White glased brick

 frames the single bay on Washington. The pediment  shaped 

paraoet. is accented with white glazed terra cotta that forms 

the coping and the cornice and a medal 1 ion.

15if"~14 Washi.incrt.on: 1 9p6j. Eames S< .Young Ph.o.t.0 "#15'""

Originally known as the Ely and Walker Dry Goods Company 

Building, this seven story building is second only to the 

Butler Building in overall si::e. Of fireproof construction

(steel -frame with hollow tile floors) with brick and terra 

cotta sheathing, the building fronts on Washington and St. 

Charles; the east and west facades are readily visible and 

similar to the Washington Ave. facade. Piers define 15 bays 

on the Washington Ave. facade. At the two story base, the 

piers have verrniculated terra cotta "quoins" that alternate 

with terra cotta quoins o-f smooth finish. At the upper 

stories, the piers are clad in brick with terra cotta 

accents. The terra cotta ornament includes a variety of

classical Revival motifs broken pediments above the 4th 

floor windows, garlands at the 7th story and -fo'l iated 

ornament at the cornice. Dark gray terra cotta ornaments the 

spandrels at several stories. Especial 1v noteworthy is the 

monumental entrance featuring ornamental terra cotta in a 

fol :iated cable design surmounted by an elaborate cartouche., 

There is a smal 1 , t hree--bay , one story section at the east 

e n d o -f t h e b u i 1 d i n g clad in s i m i 1 a r m a t e r i a 1 s .

£11.1 1.L.QCK 5.22-E
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L4Q..1.-.L1 Wash-iUSiSJU. i.2.!22j- AJ_b...ert. B_-_ Groves.' '~" "™
.
Extending six bays along Washington Ave. and seven bays 

along 16th St., this eight-story concrete -frame building 

illustrates the traditional pattern of two story ba.se , multi 

story shaft and upper 1 eve! ornamental crown . On the 

Washington Ave. facade, double  hung windows are grouped in 

bands of threes while on the 16th St. elevation they are two 

over two, double, and double-hung. An abstract sphere and 

diamond pattern ernbel 1 ishes the spandrels above the third, 

fourth, fifth, and sixth stories; keystones are centered on 

the spandrels above the seventh story. At the eighth story, 

elaborate terra cotta cartouches are appl i ed to the piers. 

Alterations have occurred at the cornice (covered with metal 

siding) and at the base (covered with stucco  1 ike material ) .

1619- 2 5 Wash.in.gt o n : 191 0 j E a m e s & Y g u n 3. ~"

..
In this nine  story building, the upper stories present a 

marked contrast to the two  story , 1 imestone  cl ad base. The 

Washington Ave. facade is three bays wide while the 16th St. 

facade is seven bays. Classical embel 1 i shme?rits    p i 1 asters 

with egg and dart molding and small 1 ion's heads and wreaths-

enrich the limestone base. A pediment surmounts the 

entrance. At the upper stories, terra cotta coping outlines 

the window openings and 1 inks them in a continuous band 

creating a very horizontal e-ff ect . The upper stories are 

faced with red brick . Running ornament in a wave pattern 

highl ights the spandrel between the 3th and 9th story.

i£iS2.::.3..L y^sh inston,;. .L2.Q7_, (aIJ2J=!Ili B_. Broves.

eiioto. 81.2. §.£ 'rj^jTiT
Original ly known as the Dry goods man Building, this red 

brick , eight-story reinforced concrete frame building 

occupies the northwest corner of Washington and 16th St.. 

Piers divide the Washington facade into three bays with 

double windows in each bay; single, double  hung windows 

define fourteen bays along 16th St. The first two stories 

form the building's base and are set off by a continuous 

terra cotta spandrel featuring a somewhat abstract 

design. The eighth story and the cornice are also executed 

in terra cotta; the cornice features mod i 1 lions with 

t. rad i t. i onal scrol 1 work . Terra cotta is also used for the row 

of paterae on the spandrels above the first story-
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.L435.r..42. Was.h_i.n_g_ton :_ .19.19.j_ AJ_b_ert B_... firgves 

Ph_oto & 1 "7_ a.. c_ej-vtar

Located on the northeast corner o-f Washington and 17th 

Street, this nine-story building -fronts six bavs on 

Washington and seven bays on 17th St. Piers and spandrels, 

sheathed with brown brick -fashioned into raised panels on the 

spandrels, express the concrete frame and -form a grid which 

is -filled with bands o-f windows grouped in -fours. At the 

ninth story, the piers are capped with -flat capitals 

ornamented with bas relief work and carrying terra cotta 

1 Intels. Stone faces the -first story and provides accents at 

the upper stories. A broad projecting cornice -finishes the 

b u i 1 d i n g .

1ZQ.L-O9 Washinatgn L 1911 i ^Ujert B. Broves 

EjLQ.t.o #.17 at Iefj;

Located at the northwest corner of Washington and 17th 

St., this concrete frame nine story building follows a 

traditional pattern o-f two-story base, multi  story shaft, and 

one---storv cornice or crown. There are seven bays en the? east 

facade, -facing 17th St., and -four bays on the south facade, 

facing Washington Ave. Windows, grouped in threes are framed 

bv pilaster 1 ike terra cotta clad piers and recessed 

spandrels trimmed in brick and terra cotta with patterns of 

foliation and heraldry. The; south facade is trimmed entirely 

in white glazed brick with accents of white terra cotta. 

Unusual scrolled corbels, doubled, embellish the terra cotta 

cornice. The 17th St. elevation is similarly articulated but 

sheathed primarily in tan brick. The first story storefronts 

have been closed with concrete block.

CITY BLOCK 83O

12.2.y.rl8 Washi.Da.t.9.D--. I 9.LSj. 61bert B. Groves 

Et!.oto #_18. at. j_ejfjt

The Monogram Building, rising nine stories, is a 

concrete -frame factorv-warehouse extend ing eight bays on the 

east, elevation (facing 17th St. and 1O bays on the north 

(facing Washington). On both elevations, cream colored, 

glazed terra cotta, fashioned into shells, bound sheaves of
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wheat, caducei , and -foliated patterns, faces the narrow piers 

and spandrels which -frame triple windows . The end bays are 

sheathed in red brick and demarcated by terra cotta quoining. 

Above the two-story base, there is a -f-ol iated, bracketed 

cornice of terra cotta. The facade terminates with round 

arches formed bv the piers above the ninth story. A terra 

cotta cornice crowns the facade.

UZ2Z~Z  W.as.b.i.D.a.£sJXI UZZSj. LSi-iiS. BavJ_gr. Pendl etq.n 

E.b.fi _Q. fiJLiU. E.g.QigJ2.
Dwarfed by the Monogram Building to the east, and the 

Marauette Hotel to the west, this two  story building has been 

altered by covering the first story storefronts and second 

story windows with siding. White glazed terra cotta sheaths 

the piers and spandrels forming a grid that corresponds to 

the rhythm of the piers and spandrels of the Monogram 

Bull ding. The white gla.i-.ed terra cotta cornice is enriched 

with modi! 1 ions.

i2Es.:Zi38 WashjjT3t.o.ni g.Q.0-1.2. N . 1.8th St_._

.1.2.G&..!. §.a_r...n_et t_., .t±a.Y_nes & Barn_ett.

EitlSie .8.1.8 at. rj.j3.htj.. p_hato. #1.2. Snd. f_rom. .]_ef.t

L. i s.t jj? d in. t.he .NatJ._onal.. BlJ-SLL-Lfc-^tC.

Located on the southeast corner of Washington Ave. and 

18th St.. the ten  story Marquette Hotel features a steel 

frame skeleton with tile and concrete floor and roof. 

The 18th St. and Washington Ave. facades are similar. At the 

 first floor, storefronts are surmounted by transoms and 

defined by terra coT.l<? piers that simulate 1 imestone. The 

Washington Ave. entrance? is centered and distinguished by a 

mol ded , hal f   round terra cotta architrave with a scrol 1 ed 

kevs tone enframed by voussoirs. The 18th St. entrance is 

embel 1 ished with terra cotta ornament fashioned into a 

v a r i e t. v of b a c c h a n a 1 i a n m o t i f s . G n b o t. h e 1 e v a. t. i o n s , p o r t i o n s 

of the ornament has been altered or is missing. Limestone 

courses, at the upper stories establish a strong horizontal 

1 ine and form 1 Intel s and s i 1 Is. Three-sided, projecting 

stone and terra cotta bays appear at the third through the 

e i a h t. h ^ t o r i e s , at the end b a y s on t he W a s h i n 9 1 an Ave. facade 

and at. alternate bays along 18th St. The original bracketed 

terra cotta cornice and roof cresting have been removed.
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S Wasjhi_naton s. JJ2.28_,_ McKevey. 8< Carter Co .Contractors 

PJhoto. fi.1.9 at, l...e£t~" 1 rear! ~ ' " ~ ~"     -

Constructed of rein-forced concrete with brick and terra 

cotta sheathing, this five-story building occupies the 

southwest, corner o-f 18th St. and Washington Ave . Piers 

establish five bays facing Washington Ave. and seven bays 

-facing 18th St. The -first two stories are -faced with glased 

terra cotta of a tan color molded into unusual foliated and 

geometric patterns. The upper floors are -faced with plain 

buff colored brick. Windows are grouped in bands of -four, 

and framed by the piers and spandrels.

Ell.!. BLOCK. 822

l.Si2..1.r09 Locust,.:. 19.15...... Al_bert_ B... Groves

FJigtg #2O.

Gleaming white terra cotta -faces the piers and spandrel; 

o-f this twelve story building. Narrow piers of molded terra 

cotta define eight bays on the 15th St. elevation and -five 

bavs along Locust 1St . Intersecting the piers, narrow 

spandrels -form a grid -f i 1 led with four windows separated by 

slender terra cotta ;mullions at each bay. The two story 

base is crowned with a band o-f fol iated boss  1 ike ornament 

and human grotesques. Griffin heads project at the llth 

story and at the cornice. A parapet rises above the cornice, 

As constructed in 1915, the building was only seven stories; 

the remaining -five stories are a later addition,

!.5.,LL::::l.ci Locust : * 

EEl.S.t.9. ?]2p at 1 eft

Alterations and the refacing of- this building have 

rendered it non-contributing.

li>O!.:::<:S: Loc.ust ; 1..2.O.7...... 6J.bert B_. Groves

E.tl2i.S. 8.2.1 at right ; .Li..st..ec[ in the. NationaJ_ E^egister

Fronting on loth St. and Locust St., this commercial 

warehouse rises seven stories. Single windows establish 16 

bavs on 16th St. while on Locust Sit. triple windows de-fine 

 five bavs. The two story base is distinguished by brick 

piers with terra cotta capitals that -feature a lily motif and 

a stvl i;-ed scroll ornament. The -front entrance is richly
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embel1ished with a white terra cotta surround that 

incorporates a 1 arger version of the? lily ornament and an 

enormous keystone. The entire composition is surmounted by a 

balustrade with a shield set into the center . Above the 

second story, a cornice set with disks sets off the two story- 

base. Windows are grouped in threes and set into a planar 

grid -formed by the intersection of piers and spandrels- 

Although the cornice has been covered, unusual geometric and 

abstract, designs ornamenting the tops of the; piers project 

above the parapet. Worked into this abstract ornament is yet 

another version of the 1ily motif. The rear of the building 

is fully articulated and the entrance richly ornamented with 

terra cotta. A recent fire has seriously damaged the 

interior and the future of the building is uncertain.

lA.LL::iLZ Locustj. I'?! 1?, Preston J . Bradshaw 

E L i9.. t.S-1. St. l..g.i.t.
Clad in varigated brick and rising seven stories, this

 factory and warehouse is an addition to the Blackwell-

Wiel andy Building. Piers subdivide the primary facade facing

Locust into five bays and the west elevation into seven bays.

Spandrels, ornamented with terra cotta bas relief, are flush

with the piers. A band of molded white terra cotta

del]neares the building's two-story base. Above the sixth

storv. a pro j isc t i ng cornice of white terra cotta -features

st.vl ized brackets with geometric designs. The parapet rises

above a band of molded white terra cotta at the seventh

storv n There are metal , industrial windows.

16.27 Locustj; 1.2.1.7., Albert B ... (3roves

OJ2.t. P.i..ct..uredj l...i. .=.£.<§.<=. i.!! th_e_ National R.e.g.ist.er

This tail 1 , narrow building, rising nine stories and

 fronting three bays on Locust, and eight, bays on the east and 

west elevations, is one of a handful of buildings in the 

District, that employ Gothic motifs. It features a concrete

 frame structure. Blazed white terra cotta "ribbing" is 

featured at the first story and again above the? ninth story 

where it terminates in amortizements. The piers and recessed 

spandrels are sheathed in brick. The ninth story windows are 

surmounted by broad arches. The gothie feel of the building 

is enhance by a checkered pattern of red brick and white 

terra cotta just below the ninth story and the crenelated 

P a r a p e t .
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CIJJ'. 6ky.G!<. 5..LL

l^PQjrPB L.qc_ystj L2.L2j l9.lb.ert E... Groves 

£hfits fi.2.2"" at lift

Originally known as the Leather Trades Building, this 

concrete fr-ame factory-warehouse is located at the southwest 

corner of Locust and 16th St. Red brick, with a brown cast, 

sheaths the spandrels and piers of this eight story building. 

There are eight bays on the 16th St. -facade and four bays 

facing Locust St. Each bay is subdivided into thirds except 

for the end bays on 16th St. The building is subtly 

ornamented with brick pattern work on the spandrels above the 

first,, second, third, and seventh stories and white terra 

cotta ornament and silIs. Pediment shaped work adds interest 

at the parapet.

1A.10.;-1£ Locust..:. *
Efa°t.2. #22..,. 2nd. f_rorn ]_ef_t_

Alterations to the facade of this building have 

rendered it non-contributing.

.1.624 Locust...:.. *

Et!.S.tS fi.2.2.,. 3rd f. rom 1 ef_t

This building is considered non-contributing becau.se it 

:i. s 1 ess than 50 years ol d .

C1.I.Y SLOCK 829

.l.Z^..L:zy2 L.OC.IJ.S-j;j 1 926 s Wj...d_mer E.D.Sin.eer.i£i.g. £0.. 

Et!2.to #23 ajt Cighit

Located at the northwest corner of 17th St. arid Locust, 

this four story building extends eight bays along l'7th St. 

and f :i. ve bays along Locust. The one story base is faced with 

buff-colored terra cotta. E<road arches frame the storefronts 

and bas relief work high!ights the spandrel areas above and 

at the s:i.aes of the arches. Varicolor brick piers and 

recessed spandrels frame bands of double   hung windows grouped 

in foL'.rs and threes. 'Terra cotta sil 1 courses and cornice 

contrast with the brick.

;J2 LS.Cust.J. 1 9O3 , Mart.i_n_ Arh.e.l_a_er ,_ c.g.rrtfactor. 

#23 at left
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This tall , one story power sub station was constructed 

in 1903 -for the St. Louis Transit Company. Stately pilasters 

define three bays a center bay with three segmental 1 y 

arched, very narrow tal 1 windows and bays to each side with 

two segmental ly arched openings. Quoins and voussoirs -frame? 

the segment-ally arched entrance at the lower portion of the 

easternmost bay. A large pediment, embel 1 ished with a 

wreath, is superimposed in -front of the parapet. The west 

elevation is divided into 11 bays each with two segmental1y 

arched blind windows.

iZ3.Zz.3I L.Q.£.ust_L 1209..,. HaC-CX F_._ Roacjh 

Ehot.o 11.9..,.. 2nd. from, eight.

Located at the northeast corner o-f Locust and 18th St., 

this seven storv building -fronts 4 bays on Locust and extends 

9 bavs along 18th St.. The piers and spandrels, sheathed in 

red br:i <:::! ;, create a grid in which windows are grouped in twos 

and threes. Blazed white terra cotta is used for sill and 

1 intel courses and has the e-ffect o-f out 1 in ing the soandrel s . 

At the? sixth story, the piers terminate in basket handle 

arches. Large double brackets, centered above each pier and 

smaller- brackets centered above the arches carry the large 

projecting cornice. Above the cornice, the parapet is coped 

with white glazed terra cotta.

i.Z!2_l~j35:. PJ_i.ve_i. i2O£lr:30. Lecust_i 30O.-=320 N...... i.8th st .
.I2S.6-OZ.1 flauraa.,- Russel_l_ |: garden 

Photo # 24

Originally known as the E<utler Brothers Building, this 

concrete -frame building rises seven stories plus a raised 

basement, that forms the first floor at the east, end of the 

building. Occupying a full city block, the building extends 

16 bays on Olive and Locust and 15 bays on 17th and 18th 

Streets. Red brick sheaths the piers and recessed spandrels. 

Red terra, cotta trim is used to form a sil 1 course above the? 

first story, ornaments the piers at the sixth story and -forms 

the? projecting cornice. Brick pattern work embellishes the 

spandrels above the 2nd through 5th stories. Except at the 

end tiavs , the windows are grouped in threes. There is 

or o vi si on -for parking in the basement. Portions o-f the 

cornice have been removed on some of the elevations.
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On the 18th Street elevation, the cornice appears intact and 

is enriched with terra cotta cresting and oval-shaped 

ornament. Cable molding and lions heads appear also.

concr

four

stone

195O'

bands

conti

Stone

seven

06. Olive: 19. 18. a F'C.sston. J. Bra ds haw

8.25 at LejFt~~

Known as the Fruin-Col non Building, this seven  story 

ete -frame building extends -five bays along Ol ive and 

bays on 17th St. The two story base is -faced with 

, an alteration dating, probably, -from the 194O's or 

s. Piers and spandrels form a planar grid filled with

of triple windows. Bel ow the seventh story windows, 

nuous band of molded metal trim forms a sil 1 course.

d brick pattern work highl ights the piers at the 

th story. There is a corbeled brick cornice.

LZ.Q.B QJLivej. *

E >2.t.Q. #25 2nd from Left..

Constructed in 1951, this two  story one  bay building of 

buff brick is considered non-contributing because of its 

recent, construction date.

LZii:.::X:i Qlivej. *
EtlQtp.. t.25., 3rd f.rgm Left..

Built as a store and warehouse in 1946, this three  bay ,

buff brick building is considered non-contributing because of

its recent date of construction.

.i.Y.e.:, c_._i9OJ_i. major, addition 1.917 , architect. unk..no.wn.. 

2.5...... fLSJl :L!"J3.!!i l_ef_t.

rrow piers, projecting si ightly define three; bays on 

ree story building. Sheathed in white glased brick, 

rs and spandrels at. the second and third stories form 

filled with triple, multi 1ight windows with transom

G la:: eel terra cotta, also white, is used for a sill 

at the second floor windows, -for cartouche 'i :i.ke 

t on the tops of the piers above the third story and 

parapet coping. The first floor storefront has been

..LZ2O QLl,yjL-.. .i226_a_i. A.... Shak_o£sk.Vj.. C.gn.tra.ct.or 

E L9.to. #25, 5th from left
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Brick of a gold or tan color faces this 3-story, 3-bay building. 

Glazed green brick highlights- the parapet and third story windows. 

White glased brick outlines the -first floor storefront and 

provides; accents on the planar piers and spandrels. Biased 

white terra cotta -forms sill courses at the second story 

windows and the parapet .

iZ22_-30 Olive.:.. .19.2.9^. Preston. J..,. Bradshaw

Fronting on both Ol ive and 18th Streets, this two story 

building is faced with stone. Double windows at the second 

story define 1O bays on Olive while single windows establish 

:LO bays along the 18th St. elevation. A band of foliated, 

1 imestone col ored terra cotta ornament with Art Deco 

characteristics forms a frieze on both elevations. There are 

storefronts at. the first floor. The building probably 

appears much as it. did in 1929.



8. Significance

Period

_ _ prehistoric

_.. 1400-1499

__ 1500-1599

__ 1600-1699

__ 1700-1799

_X_ 1800-1899

JL 1900-

Specific dates

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below

_ archeology-prehistoric

. _ archeology-historic

_ _ agriculture

-^ architecture

... ._ art

:x_ commerce

__ _ communications

1899-1931

_ _ community planning

_ ._ conservation

_ _ economics

__„ education

_ engineering

.. _ _ exploration/settlement

.._... industry

-_.,_ invention

_ _ landscape architecture _

... _.. law . __

_ .._ literature .. _

-..__ military __._

__ music

_ _ philosophy . __

__ politics/government __

——

religion

science

sculpture

social/

humanitarian

theater

transportation

other (specify)

Builder/Architect various

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Washington Avenue Historic District is eligible for listing in the 

National Register of Historic Places according to Criteria A and C and is 

significant in the following areas: COMMERCE: In the early years of the 

twentieth ^entury, St. Louis' dry goods, shoe and related trades established a 

wholesale and manufacturing district concentrated west of Twelfth Street along 

Washington Avenue and adjacent streets. During this period, these trades 

experienced unprecedented growth rapidly becoming St. Louis' leading 

businesses and contributing significantly to the City's economy. 

ARCHITECTURE: The district presents a panorama of the evolution of early 

Twentieth Century commercial warehouse design from turn of the century revival 

style, masonry construction buildings to steel and concrete frame structures 

expressive of Chicago School functionalist principles. A substantial number, 

some 75%, were designed by locally prominent St. Louis architects and 

represent some of their finest work in this class of buildings. Whether clad 

in traditional St. Louis materials of brick, stone, and terra cotta, or 

presenting bold new designs, the buildings achieve a consistent excellence in 

design unparalleled in the City.

BACKGROUND

From its earliest days as a small settlement on the banks of the 

Mississippi River, St. Louis served as an important trading center for the 

Mississippi valley. Mid-way through the nineteenth century, the City's 

business district had advanced as far west as Fourth Street and was divided 

almost equally north and south of Washington Avenue. From its riverside 

location, the St. Louis dry goods industry operated as a primary supplier and 

a market for large areas of the Mississippi valley region and gradually 

supplanted east coast cities in that role. *

The decision to locate the eastern outlet of the proposed new Mississippi 

River bridge (now known as the Eads Bridge) at the foot of Washington Avenue 

"inspired and facilitated" the localization of the retail and wholesale 

districts in that vicinity.

"Washington Avenue is the centre of population of the City 

of St. Louis. It is a spacious and elegant avenue, dividing 

the city into two nearly equal portions of territory...Here 

the wide and level avenue will form a most convenient outlet 

for the bridge." *
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Soon Washington Avenue effectively became the major retail-wholesale street 

in the City.

Although still primarily residential in character when the Eads Bridge 

was completed in 1873, the growth of the dry goods industry and of individual 

firms compelled the expansion of the District westward in search of new and 

larger quarters. By 1894, the state of affairs was that,

"The wholesale portion of the City is principally included between 

Main Street on the east, Lucas Avenue on the north, Locust Street 

on the south, and west to Twelfth Street. On Washington Avenue are 

to be found the most imposing wholesale structures in the City and 

towards this center in the past six years have gravitated the princi 

pal wholesalers... " ->

In addition, the growth and expansion of the retail and financial 

businesses caused a rise in overhead costs in the area east of 12th Street 

(now known as the Central Business District). Inevitably, seeking less 

expensive quarters, the wholesalers turned to the area west of 12th Street.

The potential of the area west of 12th Street, which came to be known as 

"New St. Louis," attracted the attention of the City's financiers and' 

capitalists. Thus, shortly after the turn of the century it was noted that in 

the blocks west of 12th Street, "Washington Avenue corners are very scarce 

now, most of them having been purchased by strong investors with a view of 

making this a wholesale locality." 6 The capital necessary to create the new 

wholesale district was supplied by a variety of sources including consortiums 

formed expressly for the purpose of investing in the area; in several 

instances, Washington University speculated in the construction of new 

buildings. In 1899 a symbolic milestone was achieved when two large masonry 

commercial warehouses were constructed west of 12th Street in the 1200 and 

1300 blocks of Washington Avenue. The keenly anticipated sweep across 12th 

Street was thus broached and the old western boundary of the wholesale 

district supplanted.

COMMERCE

At the turn of the century, St. Louis' wholesale dry goods and shoe 

industries were already well established along Washington Avenue east of 

Twelfth Street. These elements of the wholesale trade commanded an impressive 

distribution territory throughout the midwest and southwest. ' Several factors 

encouraged the rapid growth of these industries. The prospect of the 1903-04 

World's Fair and a massive influx of people "drew the attention" of businesses 

from across the country and "numerous inquiries were received in regard to the
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facilities for manufacturing plants and for wholesale business. A number of 

establishments removed to St. Louis from other cities..." further bolstering 

this segment of the City's economy.

Further, threatened by the growth of large, powerful retailers who were 

able to deal directly with manufacturers, the dry goods wholesalers, in an 

effort to protect their markets, began to integrate vertically. Some, like 

Hargadine and McKittrick, bought out aggressive retailers (i.e., the William 

Barr Company, St. Louis' biggest department store). Others, such as Ely and 

Walker and Rice-Stix, moved into manufacturing. J The result of these survival 

tactics was to generate even greater business for the wholesalers and create 

additional need for more space.

The total volume of business done by the St. Louis wholesalers was 

enormous. According to the Merchant's Exchange Annual Report for 1899, the 

"capital now engaged in the wholesale drygoods business in the City of St. 

Louis is the largest amount of any single mercantile pursuit in this city. In 

the last five years not only has the capital invested in the drygoods trade 

been doubled, but the selling space and warehouse room has increased in the 

same proportion." 7 By 1901, total sales in dry goods amounted to well over 

$100,000,000.00. 11

As important as the dry goods industry was to the City, St. Louis and the 

Washington Avenue District are best known for their association with the shoe 

industry.

"So much has been written from time to time of the growth of the 

shoe manufacturing and wholesaling business of St. Louis that it 

is necessary only to quote a few figures to show that the last 

quarter of the century, which witnessed the development of the 

business from a mere bagatelle to one of the largest in the world, 

broke its own record in its closing year."

The growth of the industry during the latter part of the nineteenth century 

and into the early twentieth century propelled St. Louis to a position as one 

of the nation's top five shoe manufacturing centers. As a distributing 

center, the City was, according to some accounts, unrivaled.^

The center of all this glorious commercial activity was Washington 

Avenue. When the need for more space sent the wholesalers scurrying for 

larger quarters, one of the first to make the jump across 12th Street was the 

Ferguson-McKinney Dry Goods Company which, in 1902-03, moved into the building 

speculatively constructed by the Lesser-Goldman Cotton Co. at the northwest 

corner of Washington and Twelfth. A wholesaler-turned-manufacturer, Ferguson-



NPS Form tO-WO-i OM B No. 1024-0016 

O-*2) Kxplrtl 10~31-$7

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form

Washington Avenue 

Continuation sheet Historic District.________Item number____8__________Page 3

McKinney carried a complete line of dry goods of its own and others' making.

Among the largest of the firms on Washington Avenue was the Marx and Haas 

Jeans Company which employed some two thousand workers at its new facility 

speculatively constructed by Washington University in the 1300 block of 

Washington. In 1901, this manufacturer produced more than a million of its 

Rabbit Brand jeans and corduroys for a market that reached across the country. 

In a reversal of the typical vertical integration maneuver, Marx and Haas 

eventually moved into wholesaling their own goods. ^

Before the end of the first decade of the century, two events occurred 

that symbolized the preeminence of the new wholesale district. In 1906, 

recognizing the need for hotel facilities for out of town buyers and other 

tradesmen, a syndicate formed by wholesalers who planned to move their 

businesses to the district undertook development of the Marquette Hotel at the 

southeast corner of Washington and 18th Street. The Marquette, now listed in 

the National Register, offered special rates to visiting merchants. 1 -^ One year 

later, in 1907, The Drygoodsman and General Merchant, a St. Louis trade 

publication with a national distribution, moved into its new home at 1627-29 

Washington in the heart of the new district.

Almost simultaneously, in 1906, two major St. Louis wholesalers, the Ely 

and Walker Company and the Butler Brothers Company, relocated in the new 

district. Butler Brothers, a branch of a Chicago firm, constructed and 

occupied a massive new building encompassing an entire city block bounded by 

17th, 18th, Olive, and Locust Streets. Ely and Walker moved into a new 

building on Washington between 15th and 16th Streets that was almost as large. 

According to descriptions published several years after construction, Ely and 

Walker possessed the "largest merchandise floors in America" while the Butler 

Brothers building was said to be the "largest structure in America occupied by 

a single wholesale concern." 1  

Nearby, the opening of Locust Street, two blocks south of Washington 

Avenue, blocked until 1906 by the Exposition Site between 13th and 14th 

Streets, provided new ground for the City's wholesalers and real estate 

speculators. It was reported late in 1906 that "Activity on Locust Street 

between 14th and 18th Streets is assuming boom proportions." The Mercantile 

Trust Company reported that "... inquiries...for locations in St. Louis exceeds 

the supply..." and that the "...entry of the out of town concerns together 

with enormous demands of the local trade has about absorbed all the available 

space in St. Louis." ' '

Late in 1906, the 17th Street Realty Company, a major investor in the 

area, announced plans for a new building to be erected on the northwest corner
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of Locust and 16th Streets for the John L. Boland Book and Stationery Company 

(subsequently acquired by the Blackwell-Wielandy Book & Stationery Company.) 

Like the drygoods wholesalers, Blackwell-Wielandy was a manufacturer as well 

as a distributer with a sales territory that reached well beyond St. Louis. 1 ^

A panorama printed in The Dryqoodsman in 1912 (photo #26) depicts the 

development of Washington Avenue at that point. In that same year, at the 

southwest corner of 16th and Locust, the 17th Street Realty Company launched 

yet another successful development the Leather Trades Building. Reporting on 

the proposed new building, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat noted that the 

"removal of the shoe manufacturers into the new wholesale district near 18th 

Street...left the leather dealers east, and the erection of the new building 

[gave] these activities an opportunity which they seized. The district from 

which they removed is now a retail business district." The building was 

successful even before it was erected: two-thirds of the space was leased 

when construction began.^9

The general offices of the Brown Shoe Company which eventually became the 

nation's third largest shoe company were at one time located at Washington and 

17th Street; the building has been razed. Other major shoe companies with 

offices and factories in the District were the Peters Shoe Company at the 

southeast corner of 13th and Washington, and Wertheimer-Swarts at 18th St. and 

Locust. Nearby, at 15th and Washington were the offices of Roberts, Johnson 

and Rand "who operated more factories than any other shoe manufacturer in the 

world." i(J In 1911, International Shoe was created by a merger of the Peters 

Shoe Company with Roberts, Johnson and Rand. Both companies maintained their 

individual corporate identities thus fostering a healthy competitive spirit 

within the parent company. International Shoe subsequently acquired 

additional shoe companies with the same working arrangements. 21 In 1930-31 

International Shoe constructed a factory annex just north of its offices at 

15th and Washington which is still in use today.

Related lines did well in the district also. Rosenthal-Sloan, the 

"world's largest millinery establishment," occupied the Monogram Building at 

1700 Washington constructed in 1910." Numerous other millinery companies 

occupied quarters within the District and, according to one source, St. Louis 

was the largest millinery market in the country. ' Specialty items, junior 

dresses, for example, originated on Washington Avenue. Fashion shows were 

held first yearly and then twice yearly attracting thousands of buyers to the 

City. Large and small firms alike and the many out of town concerns that 

maintained offices and showrooms in the district flourished.

At the peak of its reign as St. Louis' fashion center, the Washington 

Avenue district was a thriving, vibrant, and fascinating part of the City.
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Businesses located in the District enjoyed an enviable period of growth and 

prosperity through the end of the 1920's. Throughout the 1930's and 

thereafter, the combined effects of the depression and the continuing movement 

of industry toward outlying and suburban areas diminished this once 

magnificent commercial sector. A number of companies have continued 

operations within the District and even today there are drygoods, shoe, 

millinery and other businesses along Washington Avenue. In all probability, 

however, the real future of the District lies in the adaptive reuse of these 

unique buildings.

ARCHITECTURE

The development of the Washington Avenue District occurred within a 

relatively short period of time just over 30 years from 1899 to 1931. 

Within those few years, however, sig nificant changes in building styles and 

technology occurred.

The earliest buildings in the District, constructed between 1899-1907 

were generally executed in turn of the century revival styles and employed 

traditional St. Louis materials of brick, stone, and terra cotta. Several are 

unusually fine examples of turn of the century commercial warehouses. The 

Lesser-Goldman/Ferguson-McKinney Building at the northwest corner of 

Washington and Twelfth, designed in 1901 by prominent St. Louis architects 

Eames & Young, is illustrative (photo #1). A half-block in size and enriched 

with classical, round arches with voussoirs and keystones, quoins, and a 

copiously enriched cornice, the building was in keeping with the standards of 

architectural design of "the great commercial warehouses which are making 

Washington Avenue a monumental street. 1 ^ Eames & Young, who already had to 

their credit numerous houses and commercial buildings, subsequently drew plans 

for two other buildings in the District the Ely & Walker Building and a 

building at 16th and Washington.

A 1907 design by architect 0. L. Wees (photo #8) employs classical 

revival motifs for one of the District's mid-size buildings. The building's 

classically detailed base features a Corinthian column and wreaths with lions' 

heads and contrasts with the less ornate upper stories. The building was, 

over the years, used by various businesses including International Shoe. 

Wees, a St. Louis architect, has to his credit a number of residences, flats, 

and commercial buildings.

Another classical revival building, the 1903 St. Louis Transit Company 

sub-station at the west end of the district on Locust (photo #23), illustrates 

the early trend toward simpler, less ornamental facades. Tall, narrow windows 

grouped between full-length piers add a strong vertical orientation to the
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facade. Martin Arhelger, a company draftsman and later a contractor, is 

credited with the design.

The Silk Exchange, at the southwest corner of Washington and Twelfth 

(photo #3) and the Peters Shoe Company at 13th and Washington (photo #4, 5th 

from left) were both designed in 1901 by architect Isaac S. Taylor. Although 

classical references are employed, the facades are more subdued than the 

robustly ornamented Ferguson-McKinney design. Taylor had previously received 

a number of prestigious commissions including the Mercantile Club, the 

Planters' Hotel, the Rialto Building (all since razed) and a major complex of 

tobacco factories and warehouses for Liggett and Myers.

Between 1905 & 1910, an unprecendented surge of building activity 

occurred in the district; 18 buildings from that short period still stand. 

During those years important advances in techniques for reinforcing concrete 

were essayed and perfected in St. Louis and other cities across the country. 

Among St. Louis' earliest examples of reinforced concrete frame construction 

are several district buildings that date from this period. They include the 

Butler Brothers Building (photo #24) and the Lesan-Gould Building (photo #7, 

2nd from right) both designed 1906-07 by Mauran, Russell & Garden. The Butler 

Brothers Building was hailed as giving "to St._ Louis the largest monolithic 

re-enforced concrete building in the world."25 The Lesan-Gould Building 

utilized a system patented by engineer Julius Kahn of Detroit (brother of 

architect Albert Kahn). Remarkable load-bearing capabilities were achieved 

through Kahn's system_ of trussed rods reinforcing the building's columns, 

girders, and beams.2to Albert B. Groves' Drygoodsman Building (photo #17 at 

right) was also completed in 1907 and employs a reinforced concrete frame. 

Two other district buildings from 1906-07 combined reinforced concrete with 

other materials. They are the Ely & Walker Building (photo # 15) designed by 

Eames & Young and the Marquette Hotel (photo #18 at right) designed by 

Barnett, Haynes, and Barnett,

By the end of the first decade, advances in building construction 

techniques eliminated the necessity for the heavy beams and girders that 

provided structural support but blocked light and air from the buildings' 

interiors. Increasing attention to factory and warehouse design, perhaps 

prompted by the rapid industrialization of the country, led to an emphasis on 

functional efficiency in building design.

This emphasis on functional efficiency influenced exterior design also. 

Traditional St. Louis preferences for richly ornamented brick, stone and terra 

cotta facades articulated in historic styles moved toward a less ornamented 

expression in the spirit of Chicago School principles. Increasing amounts 

of surface area were dedicated to windows which often appeared grouped in
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horizontal bands. Photographs ## 7, 10, 12, 13, 17, 19, and 21 depict 

streetscapes in which the buildings' basic designs are similar but slight 

variations in the proportions, the width and number of spandrels and piers, 

the number and grouping of windows and choice of finish create diversity and 

interest. Terra cotta string courses applied to the spandrels emphasize the 

horizontal lines of the buildings illustrated in photos ## 6, 2nd from left; 

10, at right, 18; 19; and 23. A 1910 design by Eames & Young is especially 

noteworthy for its strikingly horizontal window detailing (photo # 16).

A consistent influence in the design of many of the district's buildings 

was the use of features most commonly associated with early 20th Century 

domestic styles. Characteristics associated with the Craftsman movement  

such as contrasting surface materials and textures, the use of glazed brick, 

concrete and stucco, the use of color and brick pattern work, often in 

combination with other materials are found throughout the district. The 

Craftsman-like detailing was particularly appropriate for this district where 

the success of the businesses depended to a large extent upon the "craftsman- 

like" quality and fine detailing of the products manufactured and sold there. 

In general, a trend toward simpler, less ornamental designs replaced the 

earlier preference for ornate revival style buildings. Applied ornament, 

where employed, was often executed in abstracted versions of classical motifs.

The Lesan-Gould Building, finished in exposed concrete and glazed brick, 

is a striking example of the union of Arts and Crafts characteristics with a 

commercial style warehouse (photo I 7, 2nd from right). The building was 

designed by architects Mauran, Russell and Garden who also designed the Butler 

Brothers Building and 1204-06 Washington. The work of this firm, whose 

members had previously worked in the Chicago and St. Louis branch offices of 

Sheply, Rutan and Coolidge of Boston (successors of H. H. Richardson) very 

early evolved toward functionalist, restrained design. The use of exposed 

concrete, an innovative concept, was also used to a more limited extent in two 

smaller commercial buildings 1426-30 Washington (photo #10 at right) and 1500 

Washington (photo #14).

Patterning with brick and with contrasting materials is illustrated in 

photos ##5 at left; 6, 2nd from left; 12, 4th from left on the spandrels and 

at the 7th story piers; 14; 22; 24; and 25 at left. The architect for 1700 

Olive, at left in photo #25, was Preston J. Bradshaw. In 1918 when 1700 Olive 

was constructed, Bradshaw had just begun to receive commissions for the hotels 

and apartment buildings that formed the bulk of his practice and for which he 

ultimately earned a national reputation. For most of those, he developed a 

fairly standard exterior formula. His most creative work appears in his 

earlier buildings which, in addition to 1700 Olive, include the Plaza Hotel 

Complex (listed in the National Register), and Vesper Buick (also listed) A somewhat later
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but innovative design for 1722-30 Olive (at right in photo #25) is discussed 

infra. Glazed white brick sheaths the piers and spandrels of 1718 Olive (3rd 

from right in photo # 25). Immediately west, at 1720 Olive, green and white 
glazed brick contrasts with the color- & texture of the tan face brick.

Two buildings exhibit features which are often associated with the 

Mission Revival style which, like the Arts & Crafts movement, was popular 

during the early 20th Century. Both buildings were designed by architect Will 

Levy who is perhaps best known for his design for the first Jewish Hospital in 

the City's west end. His other commissions include commercial and residential 

buildings a number of which were executed in Spanish or Mission Revival style. 

Thirteen Hundred One to Thirteen Hundred Thirteen Lucas (photo #2), although primarily a 

straightforward warehouse incorporates an arcaded bell tower at the southeast 

corner of the building (photo # 2 at left). A later building on Washington 

(1315-17, at left in photo # 6) features a stuccoed front, shaped parapet and 

visor roof (originally tiled) typical Mission Revival details.

The evolution of design within the district continued during the second 

decade of the century. The work of architect Albert B. Groves, whose career 

intertwined with the development of the district, is representative. A dozen 

of Groves' buildings still stand within the boundaries of the district. His 

commissions included 18 churches and numerous residences, hotels and 

commercial buildings. Most important, however, in connection with his work in 

the District, were the 11 factories designed for the Brown Shoe Company.

Groves' early buildings reveal a preference for streamlined, subtly 

ornamented facades suggestive of late Chicago school buildings. Photo # 17 

depicts three of Groves' buildings designed between 1907 and 1919 and 

illustrates both the evolution of design within the district and the 

maturation of Groves' work. The 1907 Drygoodsman Building, at right in the 

photo, is sheathed in sparsely ornamented brick and reveals his early 

functionalist orientation. At left in the photo, 1701-09 Washington, 1911, 

represents a period in which Groves designed a series of buildings which he 

clad in glazed terra cotta and which feature attenuated piers and spandrels 

expressive of the structural framework. His other buildings from this period 

include Boyd's (part of the Olive Street Terra Cotta District, listed in the 

National Register), the Monogram Building (photo # 18) and the Missouri State 

Life Building (photo # 20). Groves' later designs, including 1635 Washington 

(photo # 17, center) and the Emerson Electric Building, 1920, west of the 

district on Washington, obtain a fine lightness and sophistication of design.

Several buildings present a strikingly vertical aspect; their design was 

likely influenced by the country's early skyscrapers. In 1910, architect 

Theodore C. Link drew plans for the Roberts, Johnson and Rand Shoe Company
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offices at Washington and 15th Street (photo # 11). Link, best known for his 

landmark Union Station, deployed traditional classic features in his 

Washington Avenue design. Columns rose from polygonal bases becoming round 

and tapering ever so slightly at the top. The effect was to draw the eye 

upward creating the impression of great height. The verticality of Link's 

design was captured in the 1930-31 annex to the north.

Fashion Square, designed by architect D. R. Harrison in 1926 (photo #5 at 

right, listed in the National Register) employs large glazed areas flush with 

slender, soaring piers and creates the illusion of a crystalline, transparent 

skin stretched taut over a delicate cage. Gothic revival motifs enhance the 

exterior. Harrison, originally from New York, was brought to St. Louis by the 

owners of Fashion Square specifically to design a "special" building for the 

site. A building at 1214 Washington (photo #4, 2nd from left), designed by T. 

P. Barnett in 1918 and a 1917 Groves building at 1627 Locust (listed in the 

National Register, not pictured) also employ gothic features. They are among 

a handful of St. Louis buildings executed in this style.

Towards the very end of the development of the district, several 

buildings were erected that featured the use of art deco ornament. A Preston 

J. Bradshaw building at 18th and Olive (photo # 25 at far right) incorporated 

a stylized foliated frieze that wrapped around the building above the second 

floor. Limestone sheaths the building and forms the frieze. At 1800-08 

Washington (not pictured) glazed terra cotta tiles are fashioned into a 

variety of geometric patterns and unusual foliated designs. The International 

Shoe annex at 15th Street and Delmar exhibits the hard-edged, abstract 

ornament typical of the style (photo # 11 at tops of piers). Finally, the 

15th Street power sub-station (photo # 9) illustrates classic art deco zig 

zag, chevron ornament and fluting. i3ecause development of St. Louis' downtown 

areas was virtually complete by the ti"n= Art Deco becair.3 popular, sx;r:ples of 

the style in the arsa era rare.

Little construction occurred in the district after 1331. At that time, 

the area from L,roadway as far west as Jefferson (roughly the equivalent of 

23rd Street) was fully developed. Gradually, demolition left individual 

buildings and siriall groupings isolated between Jeffarson end 18th Street on 

Washington anc along Locust and Olive; as this nomination was being v;ritten, 

demolition of a group of buildings in the 1300 block of Olive effectively 

isolated tha grouping on the south side of Olive in the 1700 block (photo -:; 

25) included in this nomination. Fortunately, a solid cere of historic
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The Washington Avenue Historic District includes buildings and 
properties historically associated with St. Louis' wholesale dry goods 
and shoe industries. The boundaries of the District were drawn, 
generally, to include contributing buildings and to exclude noncontri- 
buting buildings and vacant lots. The District's eastern boundary runs 
along Tucker Boulevard a broad, multi-lane traffic artery that marks 
the traditional boundary between the CBD to the east of Tucker and 
the wholesale district to the west. The northern bondary runs primarily 
along Lucas reflecting a dramatic drop in density north of the district. 
At 13th and 15th Streets, the boundaries reach north of Lucas to include 
isolated contributing buildings. West of 18th Street, the District's 
western boundary, demolition has resulted in a marked decrease in den 
sity. The western boundary extends just west of 18th Street at Washing 
ton to incorporate a contributing building. The southern boundary was 
drawn to include the only remaining contributing buildings on Olive and 
Locust Streets. The excluded areas contain noncontributing buildings.

The District is more particularly described as follows: Beginning 
at a point, said point being the intersection of the east line of 
City Block 519, also known as the west line of Tucker Blvd., formerly 
12th St., with the south line of Lucas Ave., then westwardly along 
said south line for a distance of approx. 174.27' to the intersection 
of said south line with the southward projection of the west line of 
13th St.; then northwardly along said projection and said west line 
across Lucas Ave. for a distance of approx. 194' Ih" to the inter 
section of the west line of 13th St. with the south line of Linden 
ave.; then westwardly along said south line for a distance of approx. 
137' tc the intersection of said south line with the east line of the 
10' wide north-south alley in C.B. 528; then southwardly along said 
east line for a distance of approx. H4'7-|-" to the intersection of 
said east line with the north line of Lucas Ave. ; then westwardly 
along said north line for a distance of approx. 530.183' to the inter 
section of the north line of Lucas Ave. with the east line of property 
now or formerly owned by Jason _•-.. and Debra K. Voss, said intersection 
being approx. 135' east of the east line of 15th St.; then northwardly 
along said east line for a distance of approx. HO' to the intersection 
of said east line with the south line of the 29'3" east-west alley in 
C. 3. 527; then westwardly along said south line for a distance of 
approx. 195' to the intersection of said south line with the west line 
of 15th St.; then northwardly along said west line to the intersection 
of said west line with the south line of Delmar Blvd.; then westwardly 
along said south line for a distance of approx. 196.875'; then south 
wardly for a distance of approx. 359'3" to the south line of Lucas Ave.; 
then westwardly along said south line to the intersection of said 
south line with the west line of property now or formerly owned by 
Seventeen Hundred and Kine Associates, Inc., and also known as lot 
1 in C. B. 523, said lot also known and numbered as 1701-09 Washington
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Ave. and being 80' m/1 west of the west line of 17th St.; thence south 
wardly along said west line of said lot and the southward projection 
of said west line for a distance of approx. 214'6" to the intersection 
of the projection of said west line with the south line of Washington 
Ave.; then westwardly along said south line to the west line of a lot 
in C. B. 2001 now or formerly owned by iiighteen-0-Eight Washington Ave. 
Building Corp., and also known as 1800-08 Washington Ave., said west 
line of said lot being approx. 106' 2j?" west of the west line of 18th 
St.; then southwardly along said west line of said lot for a distance 
of approx. 150' to the north line of St. Charles St.; then eastwardly 
along said north line for a distance of approx. 166'2^" to the inter 
section of the projection of said north line of said street with the 
east line of 18th St.; then southwardly along said east line to a 
point, said point being the intersection of said east line with the 
north line of the 15' wide east-west alley in C. B. 509 and being approx. 
69'1" south of the south line of Olive St.; thence eastwardly along 
said north line of said alley to the intersection of said north line 
with the west line cf 17th Street.; thence northwardly along the west 
line of 17th St. to a point, said point being the intersection of the 
west line of 17th St. with the projection of the north line of the 
east-west alley in C. B. 511; thence eastwardly along said projection 
and said north line to the intersection of said north line with the 
west line of H. 16th St.; thence northwardly along said west line to 
the intersection of said west line with the north line of Locust St.; 
thence eastwardly along said north line for a distance of approx. 418' 
to the intersection of said north line with the west line of 15th St.; 
thence northwardly along said west line for a distance of approx. 193'6" 
to the intersection of the west line of 15th 3t. with the north line of 
St. Charles St.; thence eastwardly along the north line of St. Charles 
St. for a distance of approx. 1,261'10" to the east line of C. B. 835; 
thence northwardly along said east line and along the projection of 
said east line across Washington Ave. for a distance of approx. 230' 
to the intersection of said east line and said projection with the 
north line of Washington *ive.; thence eastwardly along said north line 
to the intersection of said north line with the east line of C. 3. 519; 
thence northwardly along said east line for a distance of approx. 
138' to the point of beginning.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #2 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1301-13 Lucas 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Simmer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.W.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #7 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1312-30 Washington Ave.,
left to right 

Photo: Deb Wafer 
Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing S.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #8 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1421-25 Lucas 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede
St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 
View: Camera facing N.E.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. LOUIS, MO

#11

Subject: 601-725 N. 15th St.; left to 

right: International Shoe

Photo: Deb Wafer
Neg: 4425 Laclede PI. 

St. Louis, MO
Date: Spring 1986
View: Camera facing N.W.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1500 Washington 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede
St. Louis, MO 

DAte: Sunnier 1986 
View: Camera facing south
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT f 20 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1501-19 Locust, right to left 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 
View: Camera facing N.W.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #22 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1600 Locust § west 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 
View: Camera facing S.W.
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WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #1 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

1201-35 Washington Avenue, left to right

Photo by: Deb Wafer

Neg: 4425 Laclede pi.

St. Louis, Mo. 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing northwest





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #2 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1301-13 Lucas 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #3 

ST. LOUIS, MQ
y \ .. i •'. ' • .

Subject: Eastern boundary of District: 

1200 block of Washington Ave.

Photo: Deb Wafer

Neg.: 4425 Laclede 

St. Louis, MO

Date: Summer 1986

View: Camera facing N.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #4 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1208-36 Washington Ave § west;

left to right 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRIC 

ST. LOUIS, MO

#5

Subject: 1409-01 Washington Ave.; left

to right

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 
View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #6 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1315-27 Washington Ave., right

to left

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede Place

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing N.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. LOUIS, MO

#7

Subject: 1312-30 Washington Ave.,

left to right 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 
View: Camera facing S.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #8 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1421-25 Lucas 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #9 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 710 N. 15th St. 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing east





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #10 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1430-16 Washington Ave.,

right to left 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. LOUIS, MO

#11

Subject: 601-725 N. 15th St.; left to 

right: International Shoe

Photo: Deb Wafer

Neg: 4425 Laclede PI. 

St. Louis, MO

Date: Spring 1986
View: Camera facing N.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #12 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1525-01 Washington Ave.; left

to right

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, Mo. 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ST. LOUIS, MO

#13

Subject: 1611-01 S 1535-27 Washington Ave.

left to right 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 
View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #14 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1500 Washington 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

DAte: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing south





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #15 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1514-16 Washington (Ely § Walker) 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S. E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #16 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1619-23 Washington 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing N.N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #17 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1627-43; 1701-09 Washington

right to left 

Photo: DEb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing north





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #18 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1730-00 Washington Ave. 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #19 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: District's western boundary

1800-08 Washington, 512-00 N. 18; 

1727-35 Locust; left to right

Photo: Deb Wafer

Neg: 4425 Laclede PI., St. Louis, MO

Date: Summer 1986

View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #20 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1501-19 Locust, right to left 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing N.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #21 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1617-01 Locust, left to right 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #22 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1600 Locust § west 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.W.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #23 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1715-01 Locust, left to right 

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Spring 1986 

View: Camera facing N.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #24 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 300-320 N. 18th St. (1700-30

Locust)

Photo: Deb Wafer 

Neg: 4425 Laclede

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.E.





WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT #25 

ST. LOUIS, MO

Subject: 1700-30 Olive, left to right

Photo: Deb Wafer

Neg: 4425 Laclede Place

St. Louis, MO 

Date: Summer 1986 

View: Camera facing S.W.
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